
S P E C T A T O R  

G U I D E

WHEN IS THE SHOW? 

This year’s competition takes place September 16th-21st.  

 

WHAT IS THE COST? 

General admission and parking are 100% free! 

 

WHERE IS IT? 

The show takes place at the Georgia National Fairgrounds located on Exit 135 off 1-75 

in Perry, GA. Competition is held in the Reaves Arena. 

 

CAN I BRING CHILDREN? 

Yes, our show is family friendly. 

 

WHAT SHOULD I WEAR? 

Whatever you are comfortable in! Most of our exhibitors dress in casual attire when 

not competing in the Show ring. 

 

WHICH DAY IS THE BEST DAY TO COME? 

Each day of competition offers a consistent variety and family friendly environment. 

Classes in each division are held each day ensuring that no matter which day you 

choose to join us you will see a great competition! We encourage you to choose the 

day that you have the most time so that you can watch the competition, get an 

arepa from our Colombian Food Vendor, shop with the clothing and jewelry vendors 

on-site, and maybe even take a stroll through the barns to speak with some of our 

friendly exhibitors! 

 

WHAT EVENTS ARE HELD? 

Our competition is comprised of "classes" - each class is a competition in which 

exhibitors compete in their designated division. The detailed class schedule can be 

found on our official website – pfhagns.com. 

 



WHAT IS A PASO FINO? 

More than 500 years ago, when Columbus made his second voyage to the New 

World, he landed in what's now the Dominican Republic. Onboard his ships were 

mares and stallions of Barb, Andalusian, and Spanish Jennet descent. These horses 

and their offspring formed the cavalry remount for the conquistadors that explored 

uncharted territory in Puerto Rico, Cuba, Colombia, and Mexico. 

 

In relative isolation, the generations of horses that followed developed distinctive 

characteristics representing their ancestry: the durability and stamina of the Barb; 

the charisma and elegance of the Andalusian; and, perhaps most treasured of all, the 

naturally smooth, even gait of the Spanish Jennet. These horses became known as 

Los Caballos de Paso Fino - the horses with the fine step. 

 

Centuries passed, and the Paso Fino remained a well-kept Latin American secret. 

That is, until World War II, when American servicemen stationed in Puerto Rico 

"discovered" the fluid moving horses. After the war ended, American enthusiasts 

wasted no time importing Paso Finos from Puerto Rico. 

 

The original Paso Fino horses, bred as mounts for explorers forging new trails in the 

wilderness, had to be incredibly tough and surefooted for the task. More than 500 

years of selective breeding has retained those characteristics, as well as others that 

Paso Fino owners treasure today: sweet, people-oriented dispositions; intelligent, 

trainable minds; sturdy conformation; incredible versatility; and of course, a naturally 

smooth gait. 

 

The Paso's lateral, four-beat gait leaves three feet on the ground at all times. The 

footfall is evenly placed: right rear, right fore, left rear, left fore. There's scant up-and- 

down movement of either the horse's shoulders or croup to impact the rider. It's a 

rhythmic, evenly cadenced gait, and any movement is absorbed by the horse's back 

and loins. 

 

The Paso's smooth gait comes in three distinct speeds: The Classic Fino is slow- 

moving and collected, with a rapid foot-fall, like dancing in place; the Fino is 

primarily a show-ring gait, not used on the trail; and the Paso Corto is an effortless, 

medium-speed gait, most commonly used on the trail - comparable in speed to a 

trot, the athletic Paso Fino can travel at the Corto for hours; the Paso Largo is the 

fastest, least collected gait, but should always maintain balance and smooth action. 

 

The Paso Fino also performs the same gaits as other breeds, including the four-beat 

walk, and the three-beat lope or canter. 

 

Courtesy of Equisearch



WHAT DO THE DIFFERENT CLASS NAMES MEAN? 

Most classes in the show fall into one of three main categories: Pleasure, 

Performance, and Classic Fino. 

 

WHAT ARE PLEASURE CLASSES? 

Any class that has “Pleasure” in the name is part of the Pleasure Division. In this 

division exhibitors are expected to show their horse in the Walk, Paso Corto, and 

Paso Largo gaits. Preference in this class is given to spirit, carriage and good 

disposition with a comfortable gait of moderate collection. 

 

WHAT ARE PERFORMANCE CLASSES? 

Any class that has “Perforamnce” in the name is part of the Performance Division. In 

this division exhibitors are expected to show their horse in the Walk, Paso Corto, and 

Paso Largo gaits. In this division horses are expected to display more collection, 

brilliance, and ‘style’ as compared to the Pleasure Division. 

 

WHAT ARE FINO CLASSES? 

Any class that has “Fino” in the name is part of the Fino Division. In this division 

exhibitors are expected to show their horse in the Fino gait at all times. Horses are 

judged on the symmetry, collection, and consistency of the Fino gait. 

 

WHAT ARE THE OTHER CLASSES? 

There are many classes that fall outside of the three largest divisions – these classes 

showcase the versatility of the Paso Fino horse and include: 

 
- Trail – a class in which exhibitors work with their horses to navigate a series of 

obstacles meant to mimic those that might be found while trail riding 

- Versatility – a class in which the exhibitors show their horses not only at the 

walk, corto, and largo but also in a canter. This class also requires horses perform a 

jump. 

- Western Pleasure - a class in which the exhibitors show their horses not only at 

the walk, corto, and largo but also in a lope. 

- Country Pleasure – this division closely resembles the Pleasure division, however 

a requirement is that the horses participating can not have had any professional 

training for at least 30 days preceding competition. 

- Horsemanship – this division focuses on the teamwork between horse and rider 

throughout the class. 

- Equitation – this division focuses on the proper equitation (art of horse riding) of 

the rider. 

- Trocha, Trote y Galope, and Trocha y Galope – these three divisions are the only 

divisions in which you will not see Paso Fino horses. The horses in these classes are 

referred to as “Paso horses” but are not classified as Paso Finos as they do not 

perform the same 4 beat lateral even gait of Paso Finos. These horses instead 

display a natural 4 beat diagonal gait. 


